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THOMAS FROST - MAN OR MYTH ? 

Where do we stand on the question of 11 Who were the parents of Thomas Frost?" Thomasl, 
who is described on page 297 of The Fro2.!_ Genealogy by Josephine C. Frost, is, supposedly, 
the father of Abial Frost from whom most of us descend. 

After five years of intensive research on that question we are still at square one. 
The problem has not been solved but has only been~compounded. We now know that Abigail 
vJa 11 ace, born 1740, VJho was the dawd1ter of ,Jamesc \Ja 11 ace is probab 1 y not the mother of 
Thomas Frost ,Jr. (riarie 297 Frost Gen.).who \vas bor:i in 1750. If she was not the mother 
of Thomas ,Jr. was she the mother of Abial? IJe don't know. The"Wallace Family Notes 11 

compiled by Ruth Keeler and Herbert . Barber Howe, White Plains, 1955, page 9, state that 
Abigail Wallace married James Webb, 8 Jan. 1767. This same reference shows that it was 
her sister, Mary Wallace, born 1746, who married Thomas Frost, son of William Frost. 
If so, this would be an even more impossible .mother for Thomas Frost Jr. 

I have gathered a tremendous amount of information on "our" Thomas Frost Sr . It 
includes rare old maps and land records pinpointing his properties, when he was there, 
and who he sold his property to when he left. Nonetheless the questions of his parentage 
and birth, marriage and death dates and locations remain a mystery. Nor ~o I have proof 
that the children attributed to him in Th§_ Frost Genealogy are, in fact, his children. 
This leaves our entire ancestry before Abial Frost still a puzzle. 

All we have are theories and, as a matter of fact, none of the existing theories 
look very promising. The first, and strongest, theory is that "our" Thomas Sr. is the 
son of Thomas Frost (#11,p.32 Frost Gen.) by an earlier marriage. Thomasll was born in 
1718, so if he married at age 18 (1736) his firstborn would have arrived no earlier than 
1737 . This mea.ns either that "our" Thomas would have fathered Thomas Jr. at age 13 or 
else that this particular Thomas Jr. was included in our family line by mistake. 

The second theory, that "our" Thomas is the son of Benjamin8 and Rose Springer 
Frost also confounds us with a problem of age. Benjamin and Rose married in 1740. 
Their first child was born in 1741-2 and they named him Benjamin, a second followed 
in 1744 so if Thomas was theirs he would have to be born even later making it, again, 
impossible for him to be the father of this particular Thomas Jr. 

The third theory is that ''our" Thomas is a son of John 7 born in 1708. John might 
have married first about 1728 with a first child arriving in 1730. This theory gains 
a little strength because that is about when Thomas Sr. would have been born to father 
Thomas Jr. in 1750. However, there is a record of a John Frost marrying a Rachel 
Wright in 1736-7 (still too late) butno record of an even earlier marriage for him. 

(continued on page 2) 

NOTE: This newsletter is supplied without charge-to all interested descendants of 
Abial and Betsey Bowen Frost in hope of promoting better communication 
between family members and in increasing our knowledge about our ancestors. 



(continued from page 1) 

All this gives us good reason to · 
question whether the Thomas Frost Jr. 
born in 1750 belongs in our family line 
or not. Earliest family tradition 
gives a 1767 birthdate for 11 our 11 Thos. Jr . 
but the same source gives an approxi 
mately correct death date and gives the 
correct burial location! Then, too , 
land records all show Thomas and Thomas 
Frost Jr . living near to one another 
and migrating together from Ridgefield 
Ct. to Nine Partners, to the Nassau
Schodack areas and we do know it was 
this particular Thomas Frost Jr. who 
lived in thos §. pla,c:es. It is Thomas Sr. 
we cannot confirm. 

. A new theory has come along with 
the recent discovery of a John Frost 
in Hebron, Tolland Co. CT who fathered 
eight children over the years 1716-35. 
Among them was a Thomas born in 1718 . 
This is a strong possibility because 
(1) it is near the area (Ridgefield 
CT) where Thomas and Thomas Jr lived 
from 1767-87, and (2) this Thomas Sr. 
would be the right age to father 
Thomas Jr . We don't have a clue as 
to which Frost line this John Frost 
descended from. 

A careful examination of other 
Frost lines also shows no possible 
Thomas Frost among the 11 known 11 descen
dants. Of course, any line may have 
descendants that are not "known. 11 

Still ~ the first three or fo ur qenera
tions in this country seem to have been 
closely and carefully recorded and I 
could not find 11 our 11 Thomas among 
them. 

Give up? Heck no! I still have 
many irons in the fire and many more 
places to search . Each day's mail 
could contain the information that 
solves the mystery. 

The search goes on for "Who are 
the parents of Thomas Frost Sr.; who 
are the parents of Abial; and does 
the Thomas Frost Jr. b. in 1750 
belong i.n our line2 Is he Abial 1 s 
brother--his half brother? . 

+++++++++ 
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APOLOGIES AGAIN FOR A LATE NEWSLETTER! 

Joe and I have been in Texas. I had 
not yet met most of his relatives so we 
to~k time t~ $0 d~wn now for a lingering, 
leisurely visit with all the many families. 

Joe's sister, Thelma, is a doll collec
tor and I found one that loo ked just like 
my baby Betsy ·with her great big wonder
filled eyes! 

Thelma has over 3000 dolls valued at 
over 30,000 dol l ars! 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 
TH ANK YOLL! - -- -

I want to take this opportunity 
to than k those of you who have sent con
tributions to this newsletter and to the 
research. 

PLEASE KEEP ME POSTED 
Please remember to let me know of 

changes in your family line--births 
deaths, marriages and address· chang~s. 

Write to me 

Mrs . Evelyn F. Rush 
1765 Sunset Blvd . 
Boulder, CO 80304 

or phone 

(303) 443-1015 

THANKS! 

-=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=-· 
MORE NEW COUSINS! 

Elena Frost Bailey, Mrs. Donald Bailey, 
of Oswego, N.Y . was born in Governeur, N.Y. 
in 1919. She is the daughter of Frank 
Theron Frost (#260 p. 313 Frost Gen.) He 
descended from Ezra (#10 p.300FG) who was 
the son of Thomas Frost Jr. Her children 
are Linda Bai l ey who lives in Oswego, 
Ronald, an engineer, who lives in Florida, 
and Sandra Grow, an operating room nurse 
in Massillon, Ohio . . A warm welcome to ail 
these new cousins and thanks a million, 
Elena for all the information you shared . 
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Jean Moran Ehnebuske (William E. Moran, Lola 
Angeline Frost, William Henry Frost, Abial R, 
Abial Frost) 

b. 18 Feb 1946, Washington, D.C. 
m. 25 Oct 1975 to David Lars Ehnebuske 

Stamford, CT. 

Jean's mother was Lois Allen, daughter of 
Ronald Griffin and Lois Arthur Allen. 
Her father, Bill Moran of Fredonia, N.Y. 
is well known to most of you. Dave is the son 
of Lars and Marjorie Rittenhouse Ehnebuske . 
Dave and Jean have lived in six states during 
their marriage and now reside in Irving, TX 
which they hope to make their permanent home. 

In the early years of their marriage, Dave 
worked for the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory in New Mexico where Dave played 
a key role in designing and implementing 
the computer software which runs the VLA, 
(Very Large Array of radio telescopes.) 
Jean, meanwhile, taught English to Jr. and 
Sr. high school students, the majority of 
whom were Navajos. 

Children: 

Nils David 
b. 25 Apr 1978 

Britta Ingrid 
b. 7 Apr 1984 

Dave now works for IBM and Jean is very much involved in community affairs . 
Dave's interests include building and flying kites, working with short wave 
radios, and enjoying his computer. Jean is involved with a mother's support 
group, the park board, a fledgeling support group for teens and just in "being 
a good mom." 

They often spend some of their summer at a cottage at Lake Erie. 

P.S. Joe and I visited Jean and family last week while we were in Texas. They 
are a lovely family and I could see much of her mother in Jean that brought 
back memories of the time I lived with Lois in Washington, D. C. while Bill 
was over in England with the Eighth Air Force. 

~~000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000~ 

~ REMEMBER THE FROST FAMILY REUNION ~ 
~ ~ 
~ It is to be held July 21, 1990 at Chapman Dam, PA. Mark your calendars ~ 
~ now so that you won't forget. We ask all members of the family to be ~ 
~ present if possible. Let's not all run away so quickly this time. We ~ 
~ need more time to vis it and get acquainted. Those who come a great dis- ~ 
~ tance are disappointed when it is all over so quickly. Any ideas? ~ 

~ ~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



HOW MANY WIVES AND HOW MANY CHILDREN 

DID WILLIAM1 FROST HAVE? 

The Frost Genealogy attributed only 
two children to William Frost and his 
wife Rebecca Wright. William2 was born 
in 1674 and Wright was born in 1676. 

Williaml 1 s will was written in 
1698 and is quoted here in full: 

11 I, William Frost, being sick of 
body, but perfect in memory, item, I give 
and bequeath to my two sons William and 
Wright Frost all my land and meadows 
equally to be divi ded among st them. Al1 
my moveables. I give and bequeath to my 
wife and after her decease to be equally 
divided between my two sons, and my two 
sons to take care of their mother and 
to see that she wants for nothing as 
long as she doth live and I do empower 
my two sons to receive all debts which 
are due to me and to pay all debts 
which I do owe which can be made to 
appear . I, William Frost, do confirm 
a 11 _my above said 1 and and meadows 
specified and bequeath to them as above, 
said William, my eldest son and Wright 
my youngest son to them and their heirs 
forever, but if one die it shall return 
to the other and if both die without 
issue it shall then return to any of 
the Frosts' descended from George Frost 
born in Binsted, two miles from Farnam 
in Hampshire in old England. 

(s igned) 

Witnesses: 
George Codner, 
Edward Wright, 
Hannah Sibley, 
Aaron fforman .11 

WILLIAM :-ROST 

Now that seems specific enough, 
doesn't it? But it is not all that 
easy. 

First I found another source 
that indicated a Mary Frost, daughter 
of William and Rebecca Wright Frost 
married Zebulon Dickinson in 1701. 
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Then I found a Dickinson Genealogy 
which c6nfirmed this! So; he had three 
children--interesting. 

Then I found a Wright Genealogy which 
stated that William and Rebecca had seven 
children--and named them all . 

Then I found another source whiCh 
stated they had seven children. 

Then I got to thinking that if William 
who was born around 1630 married Rebecca 
Wright in 1673 he was already 43 years old! 

He didn't die in 1698 and not until 
1719 by which time he had a wife named 
Eleanor who was executrix of his estate. 

Then I found a source whi~h stated 
that Willia~ and Rebecca had children 
William, Wright and Hannah. It went on 
to state that by his second wife, Eleanor, 
William had further issue: 

John, Joseph, David and Mary! 

Now, the nagging question is--
Did he have a wife before Rebecca and, if 
so, did he also have issue by her? 

You see, the questions are endless 
and the mystery just becomes more and more 
intriguing! 

TAKE CARE COUSINS 

I love you all and hope to see 
you all at the reunion. 

Remember to send me all that 
neat stuff you keep forgetting to send! 
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FAMILY 11 BRAG 11 SHEET 

This is your chance to provide interesting information about your family that would 
be of interest to descendants--information about achievements, honors won, values 
held dear, personality characteristics, education, athletic achievement, amusinq stories 
and even tragedies. Don't worry about any of the blanks you don't have answers for-
just tell what you can, sign where indicated, fold and mail. Genealogies don't have 
to be just mere statistics--they can be interesting! 

L Your dad's name 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

His date & place of birth 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Date & place of death 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I was proud of my dad because 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. Your mom's full maiden name 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Her date & place of birth 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Date & place of death 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I was proud of my mom because 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The community admired my mom for 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 

3. I guess the best things about me are 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I am known in my community for 
~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

4. My spouse is wonderful because 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.. 

He/she is admired in our community for 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

5. Our children have made us proud of them by 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

6. I am sending you, under separate cover, 

a photo of 
~~~~~~~~~~~~-

which you promise to copy and return. 

your signature 



Mrs. Evelyn F. Rush 
1765 Sunset Blvd. 
Boulder, CO 80304 

v0£08 OJ '~aplnog 
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Ms. Deborah Winograd 
166 Limewood Ave. 
Branford, CT 06405 
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