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?PLEASE NOTE: The masthead of this newsletter has been changed to THE THOMAS FROST FAMILY. 

+wHY? I am sure some of you wonder why I have been so preoccupied with Thomas Frost. 
Perhaps I can best explain it this way: 

Our ancestors were, among other things, lumbermen. Thomas Frost has been like the 
key log in the log jam that holds up the flow of the logs downstream. He has been 
a mystery and a fascinating cha ll enge. But more than that, he is the father of our 
line--our basic building block--and without the necessary facts about him we don't 
really know who we are or where we came from. 

+FACT Progress has been good on the family history research in the last six months. 
Enough has been learned to assure me that we are on the right track. It is now a 
pretty safe bet that we do descend from Thomas Frost who, in turn, descended from 
William Frost of Oyste r Bay, Long Island, NY. 

+SO For this reason, the research is being expanded to include the brothers and sisters 
of Abial Frost because the evidence is now pretty convincing that we are all one 
family. The expansion of this research should make it of interest to far more 
people who will then help with the research by providing more input and family 
records to help us solve the puzzles which still remain--and there certainly are 
problems remai ning such as: 

WHO WERE THE PARENTS OF THOMAS FROST? WHO WAS HIS WIFE? 

WHEN WAS HE BORN, WHEN DID HE DIE? 

DID HE HAVE MORE THAN ONE MARRIAGE? 

WHERE WAS HE BORN, WHERE DID HE DIE? 

WERE THERE CHILDREN OF ANOTHER WIFE? 
+Nm~ Without boring you with too many deta i 1 s, I can say I am pretty sure we a re on the 

right track because of the coming together of information in family bible and/or 
family history records kept by individual families in different branches of this 
family and by .... 

land records 
census records 

military records 

DAV records (Dau. of Amer. Rev.) 

wil 1 s 

cemetery records 
church records 
area history books 
other Frost genealogies 

maps. tC-

i+++++++++????????????++++++++++++++++++++++i 

? 1990 FAM! LY REUNION PHOTOS ? 
+ + 
+ The 1990 Frost Family Reunion was the best one yet! Relatives came from far and + 
? hear to spend a beautiful day together at Chapman Dam near Warren, PA. .Larry + 
+ Frost took a wonderful photograph of the group. Anyone who is interested in ob- + 
+ taining a·copy can write to Larry Frost, 3265 Chalmers, Murrysville, PA 15668 + 
+ and request a copy. Enclose $3.05 to cover cost of photo, mailer and postage. + 
i I CAN ASSURE YOU IT IS A BEAUT! FUL PHOTO! i 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++~ 



- 2 -

BUILDING A FAMILY HISTORY ONE BRICK AT A TIME 

(for those of you who find details interesting) 

WHAT DO THE LAND & CENSUS RECORDS TELL US? 

Land and census records tell us when and where 
people were living. In our case, they tell us 
that Thomas Frost (Senior's) children lived 
near him over many years. 

Ridgefield/Ridgebury, CT land records show 
Thomas owned land there before 1767 because 
at that time he purchased land which was 
11 S by the highway and said Frost's land. 11 

This also means it was Thomas Sr. who was 
there because before 1767 Jr. was only 17 
years old and too young toown land. (DAV 
records show Thomas Jr. as born "near 
Danbur.Y, er :11 This leads us to befieve that 
Thomas Sr. was there as early as 1750 when 
~· was born.) 
Thomas Junior obtained land in Ridgebury from 
his father-in-law, Nathan Stevens, in 1774. 
This family connection proves he is the same 
Thomas Frost who died in Schodnck and is~
buried there with his wife, Deborah Stevens. 
Thomas Sr. relocated to the town of Nassau 
(in the~anor of Rensselaerwyck), NY, by 1787 
where he leased 2181 acres of land. A 1787 
map shows his name on this land. 
Thomas Jr. sold his Ridgebury land back to 
his father-i n-law (or to his wife's brother, 
Nathan) by 1779. By 1789 Thomas Jr. had 
also signed a lease in Rensselaerwyck, town 
of Schodack. 
OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE is the fact that the 
signatures of Thomas Frost and Thos. Jr. 
are in very different handwritings on---rhese 
leases. They were two different peopie. 

The 1790 Census shows Thomas Sr. "s second 
son, Enos, living nearby, also in Rensse
laerwyck in Stephentown with a household 
of one boy over age 16 and four under 16. 
(This tells us Enos was about 34-36 yrs. 
old so was probably born about 1754-56.) 

By the time of the 1800 and 1810 Census, 
Enos was in Ontario County, NY. He dis
appears from the census records after that. 
Alice Goebel 's family history records show 
the date of death of Enos as 26 March 1812. 
There is much more to learn about Enos. 
I have merely scratched the surface of 
information about him and his family. 

The next child of Thomas Sr. was Mary, 
who The Frost Genealogy reports married 
Simeon Sprague. David Sprague, father of 
Simeon has a lease nearby in Nassau. This 
gives credibility to the possibility. They 
had no children. 
Abigail Frost, fourth child, was reported 
to have married Daniel St. John. I found 
it interesting to learn that Samuel St. 
John and Thomas Frost Sr. were two of the 
founding members of the-very first Congre
gational Church in Ridgebury, CT in 1768. 
This tells us (1) the Frosts and St. Johns 
were acquainted so a marriage is plausible. 
(2) Thomas Frost was not a Quaker. 

This relationship becomes more interesting 
as the 1790 Census records show Daniel 
St. John living either in the same house 
or next door to Thomas Frost Sr. in Nassau! 

It becomes EVEN MORE INTERESTING to find in 
a land record that Daniel St. John took 
over Thomas Frost's lease on the Nassau 
property in 1798! This means (1) Thomas 
Sr . was alive at least until then (2) or 
that when Thomas grew too old to farm the 
land any more his son-in-law took over. 
In any event, it demonstrates a close con
nection between the St. John's and the 
Frosts over all those years from 1768 -
1798, and it would seem to confirm that 
Abigail was the wife of Daniel St. John. 

BUT WAIT, THERE IS MORE! 
Azuba St. John, daughter of Daniel, married 
Amos Bowen from Thurman, NY. Abial Frost 
married Betsey Bowen and moved to Thurman! 
Land records confirm dealings between them. 

WHERE WAS ABIAL IN THE EARLIER YEARS? 
The fact that Thomas Sr. was living in 
Ridgebury in 1774 suggests Abial was prob
ably born there. The 1790 census shows 
the household of Thomas Sr. to consist of 
one male over 45, one female over 45 and 
one male under 16. There he is! He was 
just approaching his 16th birthday. 
This reconstruction, building on migratory 
patterns and marriages helps fit the sep
arate pieces of our story together and 
confirm relationships even when vital 
records are missing. :i 
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Edward Frost Vitt (Dora, Hiram Abial, Abial Robinson, 
Abial, Thomas Frost) 

b. 7 Feb 1919, Buffalo, N.Y. 
m. 31 Oct 1942, at St. Paul's Church, New Brighton, 

Staten Island, NY, to 
Marion C. Jones 
b. 17 Sep 1919, Staten Island, NY. 
d. ~Oct" 1990, Staten Island, NY. 

Marion was the daughter of Frank and 
Nellie (Hemsworth) Jones. 

Edward is the son of Harry Burke and 
Dora Emma (Frost) Vitt. His mother 
died two days after Edward's birth 
but he maintained a strong connec
tion with his Frost roots by spending 
most of his boyhood summers with the 
family of his uncle David and Maqgie 
(Stahlman) Frost and their children 
at their home in Pigeon, Forest Co., 
PA. 

Edward served in the Navy during WWII 
and was stationed in the Aleutians 
for two years. Marion was a nurse. 

Harry Vitt was the son of Edward F. 
Vitt who was born in Hamburg, Germany. 
Harry founded and operated the 
H.B. Vitt, Co., Inc.,abusiness dealing 
in paint. Edward inherited and 
operated this company until his re
tirement. 
Dora was the daughter of Hiram Abial 
and Annie (Devalance) Frost. Prior 
to her death at such an early age, 
she was Society Editor of the Evening 
Observer, a Dunkirk, N.Y. newspaper. 

Edward and Marion have one daughter, 
Dorothy Frost Vitt. She married 
James W. Fogarty on 23 Sep 1972 and 
they have two children, Kathleen Vitt 
Fogarty (Kate), born 7 May 1978 and 
Edward Beecher Fogarty born 15 Jan 
1982. 

THESE SNAPSHOTS ARE SHARED HERE 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
of 

MARION C. JONES VITT 

Dorothy Frost Vitt 
b. 23 Dec 1947 

1948 

At the 

1988 

FROST 
FAMILY 

REUNION 



A TOAST 

Deep appreciation is hereby expressed to 
all you wonderful folks who helped to make 
the 1990 Frost Family Reunion the success 
that it was. 

Bruce, you were a gracious and talented 
host and you and Bonnie made us all feel 
so at home. 

Marion Vitt helped pull this party to
gether, too. We will certainly miss her 
at the next one. 

To all the people who were in charge of 
the food goes another thanks for providing 
such delicious selections. 
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Thanks to an who came many, many mi 1 es ~ 
to be with us from such places as New ~ 
Hampshire, Connecticut, Texas, Califor-
nia and, of course, Colorado. 

Thanks to new cousins Alice and Henry 
Goebel from Thomas Frost Jr's line who 
came to the reunion and Eugene Livermore 
family (from Orra Frost's line) who were 
all packed to come and had to cancel due 
to a ~edical ~roble~ ir. the fa~ily. 
Both have provided us with much new and 
valuable family history information. 

We were sorry Bob and Madeline (Henry) 
Frost could not make it because of Bob's 
serious health problem. Here's hoping 
he is doing better by now. 

It was a great reunion and it is no wonder 
the group decided then and there to have 
the next one at the same time and place 
Chapman Dam, PA, July 21, 1992. 

SEE YOU THERE () 

:. 
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NAG! NAG! NAG! NAG! NAG! NAG! NAG! 

I told you I was going to keep on 
nagging you for information on your 
families because I don't want to 
compile a boring genealogy. Please 
write something on the attached 
sheet and send it back to me. 

Or better yet, take a blank sheet 
of paper and writ~ and tell me 
the things you would like some 
descendant fifty years from now 
to learn about you. How would you 
like to be remembered? 

ALSO 

I need to know about the parents 
of Frost spouses. With just a little 
information I can learn so much. 
In the last year I have acquired 
many family lines back to their 
immigrant ancestor. Perhaps I can 
find yours, too. 

LOVELAND line complete, GEER (thanks 
to Clara Joyner and Eugene Liver
more), the SIBLEY, St JOHN, SPRAGUE, 
and other lines are complete to 
the immigrant ancestor. 

If you want to learn about your 
forebears tell me about your mom 
and dad--that's a start. 

Please tell me, too, about all the 
significant accomplishments of any 
Frost and spouse family members. 
These are the kinds of things I 
really need to know.() 

SIGNATURES ON THE VAN RENSSELAER LEASES 

Thomas Frost - 1789 . . _ _ Thomas Frost .1 110 - --11-90 . 
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FAMIL Y "BRAG" SHEET 

This is your chance to provide interesting information about your family that would 
be of interest to descendants--information about achievements, honors won, values 
held dear, personality characteristics, education, athletic achievement, amusing stories 
and even tragedies. Don't worry about any of the blanks you don't have answers for-
just tell what you can , sign where indicated, fold and mail. Genealogies don't have 
to be just mere statistics- -they ~be interesting! 

1. Your dad's name --------------------------------------------------------------
His date & place of birth -----------------------------------------------------
Date & place of death 

------------------------------------------------------~ 

I was proud of my dad because 
------------------------------------------------~ 

2. Your mom's full maiden name ---------------------------------------------------
Her date & place of birth -----------------------------------------------------
Date & place of death 

------------------------------------------------------~ 

I was proud of my mom because 
------------------------------------------------~ 

The community admired my mom for -----------------------------------------------

3. I guess the best things about me are -------------------------------------------

4. My spouse is wonderful because -------------------------------------------------

He/she is admired in our community for 
----------------------------------------~ 

5. Our children have made us proud of them by --------------------------------------

6. I am sending you, under separate cover, 

a photo of 
----------------------~ 

which you promise to copy and return. 

your signature 


