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MORE ABOUT THOMAS FROST 
(Continued from June 1994 Newsletter) 

For very many years, our family believed that our ancestor, Thomas Frost, was the same person as the 
Thomas Frost(# 11) of Long Island who appears on p. 32 of THE FROST GENEALOGY by Josephine C. 
Frost. In June, we learned they were different people because, first, these two Thomas Frosts had 
children in overlapping years in different locations. Secondly, we learned that Thomas (11) died in 1782, 
whereas in 1789 "our" Thomas signed a lease for 218 1/2 acres of !and in Albany Count-;, (Now 
Rensselaer Co.), N.Y., and appeared there tn census and other records from 1790 to 1798. 

We learned, too, that either "our" Thomas had an earlier marriage or he married a different Abigail 
Wallace as the daughter of James Wallace was born in 1740 so she would have been too young to be the 
mother of Thomas Frost Jun. There is evidence to support Thomas Junior's birth as early as 1747. Other 
details of family information will be presented in greater depth in the forthcoming Frost Family History. 

So, where do we go from here? How do we find the correct ancestors of "our" Thomas Frost? We began 
in the '80's by studying all Thomas Frosts who lived on Long Island. Failing to find him there, we 
expanded the search to all "known" Thomas Frosts, in all Frost families, who fell into the right time frame 
to possibly be "our" Thomas. That is, a Thomas Frost who had a first child as early as 1747 and a last 
child in 1774. That meant he had to be born between 1704-1730. (A first child at age 17, and last child 
at 70 would seem to be the outer limits of possible birthdates for Thomas., don't you agree?) Since he 
was still the head of his household in 1790, his birthdate was probably later than 1704. 

All "known" Thomas Frosts in the right time frame who were reported in other Frost genealogies have 
since been studied thoroughly and records of the details of their lives, locations, spouses and children 
have eliminated as possibilities all but three or four about whom very little is known. All this research was 
done with full realization that he could very well be an "unknown" or "unrecorded" Thomas Frost. 

One family in Connecticut caught my attention. There was a John Frost of Hebron, Tolland Co., CT who 
married 27 Jan 1713-4, one Abigail Spencer (Barbour Collection, Vital Rec. of CT Towns to 1850). This 
couple had nine children, among them one Thomas was born 18 April 1718! This "exactly right" 
birthdate intrigued me. The location was a puzzle and further information was elusive for a year or 
more. Then, thanks to Joyce Pendery, a superb researcher, a number of his land records were found. In 
173 7 John sold the last of his land and his home lot to one John Sprague and disappeared from the area. 

Sparing you some details, I will explain that it has since been learned that Abigail Spencer had been 
widowed after a 6 month marriage to David Spencer. Her maiden name was Calkin. (cont'd p. 2) 

0Note: This newsletter is distributed without charge to all interested descendants of Thomas Frost Sr. of 
Dutchess Co., N.Y., Ridgebury, CT, and Nassau, N.Y. Its purpose is to promote communication between 
family members and increase our knowledge about our ancestors. 



More About Thomas Frost (cont'd. 

Abigail was a daughter of john3
, john2

, Hugh 1 

Calkin who came to America from Chepstow, 
Monmouthshire, England in 1638, probably as a 
member of "The Welsh Party" led by Rev. Richard 
Blinman. 

Now this was really interesting because many bits 
and pieces of information suggested that some 
Frosts were of Saxon origin but came to America 
by way of Wales. 

About then I received a new book I had ordered, 
THE GENEALOGICAL DICTIONARY OF MAINE AND 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, by Noyes, Libby and Davis. 
WffilfS11<:>'t.irct fnnabut a Tnomas Frost-of - - -
Newtown (Arrowsic Island) said to be the father 
of John Frost of Hebron, CT! The connection has 
since been proven by deed records. 

Who was this Thomas? He was a member of the 
Kennebeck Militia and a settler on the Kennebeck 
River in Maine where in 1686 he received a grant 
of land on Arrowsic Island. I am working with 
Professional researchers on this. A very 
interesting story, as well as a pedigree, is 
beginning to emerge. Whether This Thomas Frost 
will prove to be "our" true ancestor is still 
unknown, but it seems significant that the 
surnames of associates of this Thomas continue 
to appear as neighbors of "our" Frosts in later 
generations! 

This Thomas Frost's children were born about 
1680-90 so he was probably born about 1660. 
It iSl<nown that settlerscame to 1:Fie Kennebeck
River in Maine as early as 1607, long before the 
arrival of the Mayflower in 1620. This Thomas 
may descend from one of them or may be a later 
immigrant. 

(to be continued in April) 
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More on English Research 

A study is currently underway in Nottinghamshire 
to determine whether there may be relationship 
between "our" Frosts and the family of William 
Frost who came t o Fairfield, CT from Nottingham. 

It is very possible that the John Frost who died in 
Southold, L.I.N.Y., in 1655 may have been a 
brother of William Frost who died in Fairfield in 
1645. Since our Thomas Frost lived in the area 
known as Ridgebury, which is the northern part 
of the town of Ridgefield, CT, it strongly suggests 
we might be from that family so it is worth 
exploration. 

Researdr is also underway in- suffol1c studying t he --~
possibility of relationship to Elder Edmund Frost 
of Cambridge, Mass. Since Josephine C. Frost 
thought John Frost who died in Southold might be 
a brother of Elder Edmund, this theory is being 
explored. 

NOW ON TO FAMILY NEWS 

DEBORAH WINOGRAD will be going to Portland, 
Oregon in February for a Music Conference and 
will try to get in touch with Betsy Weston while 
there. 

In addition to her genuine interest in family, and 
in quilting, Debbie is very actively involved in 
music. Among other music activities, she 
arranges concert dates for a group of musician 
friends from England. 

Betsy, my daughter, is also very interested in 
music. She performed for many years with a 
community orchestra. She teaches piano and is 
always taking more courses in music theory. 
Betsy loves her job at the Portland Zoo. 



MORE TRAGIC, NEEDLESS, AND PREMATURE, 
DEATHS IN THE FAMILY 

STEVEN ROBERT KEPLER (Beverly, Robert D., 
Chester D., David E., Hiram A., Abial R., Abial, 
Thomas Frost) 

6 April 195 7 - 29 Oct 1994 

Madeline (HENRY) Frost, widow of Bob Frost of 
_Lancaster, N.Y., wrote to tell of the untimely 

passing of her grandson, Steven, the son of Earl 
and Beverley (FROST) Kepler. Steven was only 3 7 
years old and left three small children. He was in 
the Anderson Cancer Hospital in Texas for a long 
time and sent back home to New Orleans' Aschner 
Hospital. He had been eager to come to the Frost 
reunion but, of course, was not able to do so. 
The family is heart broken . 
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WILLIAM BRUCE FROST (Wm. Harold, H. Wilson, 
Wm. Henry, Abial R., Abial, Thomas Frost) 

19 May 1940 - Oct 21, 1994 

Those who attended the 1992 Frost Reunion will 
probably recall meeting two of the three sons of 
William Harold Frost. Jeffrey came from his home 
in San Diego, CA, and Bill was living in Jamestown, 
N.Y. Bill's mother was Betty (KREPS) Frost and he 
was my nephew. Bill was# 73 in the front row of 
the 1992 reunion photo--the fellow wearing a 
cowboy hat. At right is a picture of the two 
brothers as the cute little kids I remember so well. 
Jeffrey is standing and Bill on the chair. 

Bill had a Gary Cooperish shy sort of charm, a 
delightful and unique sense of humor, and a sly 
crooked smile. He always was the adventurous 
type. One of the ways he earned a living was as a 
high rise window washer. Whi le at the reunion, 
he told us of an experience he had in Denver 
some years before when a scaffold broke 30 
stories up. His partner was killed on the sidewalk 
below and Bill fell five floors before being caught 
by his safety rope. It was a nightmare he never 
wanted to relive. 

Tragically, this is exactly how he died. While 
washing windows at the Hamot Professional 
Building in Erie, his safety equipment failed and 
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he fell eighty feet to his death. Bill was only 54. 
years old. Bill was not married at the time of his 
death but two daughters and his two brothers, 
Jeffrey and Harold Frost, survive him. His ashes 
were scattered at the Sandia Mountains in 
Albuquerque that he loved so well. He is sadly 
missed. 

William Bruce andjeffrey Frost 

HOSPITALIZED TEMPORARILY 

MADELINE FROST was hospital ized eleven days 
this fall with a blood infection. She is much 
better now. Her address is 9 5 Burwell, Lancaster, 
N.Y. 14086. 

LARRY FROST was in the hospital for surgery for 
a slipped disk in his lower back. Last I heard he 
was doing well. His address is 3625 Chalmers, 
Murrysville, PA 15668 
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ON A HAPPIER NOTE 

Donna and Bruce's kids had a surprise 40th Anniversary party for them. Pictured below is their entire 
family. A grand time was had by all and it made a beautiful memory for Donna and Bruce to treasure 
always. 

Left to Right, 
Top row: Sons, 
Kirk, Steve and Scott 
and son-in-law Ray 

Second row. 
Grandson Nathan, 
daughtersin-law 
Judy, Sue, Flo, 
daughter Nancy, and 
grandson~Ben.famin -

Third row: Grandkids 
Brad, Zachary, Kate, 
Kearn and Emily 

Fourth row: 
Donna Er Zanya, Ian, 
Brute Er Zoe 

NEWS FROM THE KELLER FAMILY 

JULIE Er FRED KELLER now have their 
12th grandchild. 

PETER FRANCIS KELLER (James H., Frederick A., 
Frederick A. Keller, Annis, Wm. Henry, 
Abial R., Abial, Thomas Frost) 

b. 28 May 1994 
Peter is the fifth child of James Henry and 
Pamela (SHUTT) Keller. This little one has 

· sisters Mary age 10,Julie age 7, and twin 
brothers James and john age 5. 

DEANNA KELLER, dau. of John and granddau. of 
Julie and Fred, graduated from Fredonia High 
with high honors. She also received the 
Fredonia Teacher's Award. Deanna attends 
St. Bonaventure Univ. where she has a full 
four-year tuition scholarship. The family 
is very proud of her, 

Julie and Fred attended her graduation party 
and then went to Lake Tahoe to visit son, 
Kirk, and on to other CA locations to visit 
Fred's sisters, Shirley and Beverley. 

Anthony Adolph, Achievements, Ltd., Canterbury Eng. 
David Barron, Halifax, W. Yorks., Eng. 
Betty Buckel!, Queensbury, NY 
Margaret Fowler, Ann Arbor, MI 
Raymond Foster, Ruislip, Middx., Eng 
John S. Griffiths, Birmingham, Eng. 
Coreen Hallenbeck, Albany, NY 
Imogene H. Karabeinikoff, Danbury, CT 
David Neimeyer, Rockville, MD 
Pamela Palgrave, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, Eng. 
Joyce Pendery, Falmouth, MA 
Marjorie Renino, White Plains, NY 
Ken Smallbone, Basingstoke, Hants, Eng. 
Viviain Turcott, Portland, ME 

Others will be mentioned in the April issue of -
the FROST FAMILY NEWSLETTER. Without their 
expertise and untiring efforts on our behalf, we 
would know a great deal less about our family. 
If any of you wish to learn more of your very 
own ancestra l line, I can heartily recommend all 
of these professional researchers. 



"Damn! Damn!, Double Damn!, forty five and 
fifteen Damn's" 

Was how my sometimes naughty mother used to 
get a lot of cussing done in a hurry. As you can 
see from the different look of the newsletter, 
yours truly is struggling with a new computer. 
My wonderful, but admittedly obsolete, old Wang 
Word Processor, which was so easy to use, and on 
which I hoped to finish the book, died. It died 
along with my rough draft of the book all on 
eight inch disks. Whether or not it would be 
possible, it would be too expensive to convert to 
today's 3 inch disks. To say this is a setback 
would be an understatement. However, so many 
changes and additions would be required that it 
will be just as well --IF I can just learn to maste.r 
this ornery beast! Ah well, such is life . 

........ 

BEWARE! THE GENEALOGY BUG IS CATCHING! 

My constant badgering of folks for their family 
information appears to have stimulated the 
curiosity of some of you to start digging into 
your own ancestry. GOOD! 

BOB ff VERONICA FROST, of Attica, N.Y. (formerly 
of Corfu), caught the bug and are trying to learn 
more of Bob's grandmother Nancy Ann (Annie) 
DeVallance, the second wife of Hiram Abial Frost. 
WOW! He has gone all out, even taking a trip to 
Brockway, and exploring in record offices--and 
with great success! He has inundated me with a 
mountain of new information on this family. 

JOYCE FROST, of Murrysville, is digging a little 
deeper into her Rideout(Hilton ancestry. 
It has already led her to a get-together with her 
Cassadaga Hilton relatives. I look forward to 
receiving copies of whatever she learns. 

.. 

JOYCE FROST'S hand colored photo, taken on 
Martha's Vinyard, became part of a permanent art 
collection at Gallery Space, Monroeville, Penna. 

Speaking of JOYCE ff LARRY FROST, they had a 
busy summer journeying to Cape Cod for a 
surprise birthday party for son, Randy, on 
September 11th. This was followed by a Photo 
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Exhibit of Larry's photos in a Cape Cod Gallery on 
the 24th and a short stay on Nantucket Island. 

Larry's photo taken at daughter-in-law, Shirley's, 
graduation from Cape Cod Community College, 
was one picture of 46 chosen out of 24-0,500 
published in the December 11th Parade 
Magazine's "Family Photo Contest." 

THE RANDY FROST FAMILY 

BOB MORAN. who lives part time in Washington, 
D.C., part time in Bailey's Island, ME, is thinking of 
living in Maine permanently. His daughter, Nan 
has been transferred to Augusta, ME and has been 
looking for a house nearby . 

Bob and brother, Bill, went to England, then by 
rail to Padua, Italy, last summer. Bob is hoping to 
go to Padua again next summer for the 800th 
Anniversary of St. Anthony. 

Bob recently acquired an old wooden-works clock 
made by none other than one JONATHAN FROST 
of Reading, Mass. in the 1860's! 
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WEDDING BELLS HERE AND ABROAD 

ON THE RIGHT 
p , 

PAUL DAVID JONES II, son of jeM Paul and 
Debby (CUDNEY) Jones of Aurora, Colorado, 
and CINDY HANCOCK were married on Friday, 
Nov. 11, 1994 in the Treasure Island Chapel 
in Las Vegas, NV. They reside in Denver. 

BELOW 

jOHN COCKADA Y, son of Peter and Margaret 
Cockaday of Bognor Regis, England was married 
as described below. We have not yet found our 
relationship (if any) to these descendants of 
Scottish Frosts, but if there is one, we'll find it! 

Gollpletiethe knot 
in far-off Peru 

· ·A . Bognar· Regis 
eouple's son · has 
.t1;avelled,,, . . thou
$allds of miles for a 
second ·:'':. ·wedding 
.ceremony · With his 
'wife: ·· 

.John · _,.Cockaday, · 
age'1 , $8,~,has cro~sed 
the:Atlantic Oeean for 
the · OC~ion· with Pa~ 

·tricia Santivanez-(33)• 
. ~ . . . : . 

-: The . ceremony will 
be :next·~day m a lo-

. ' 

.. '\. 

cal church in Lima, 
Peru, following the 
couple's miirriage at 

·.Fulham · Register Of
.flee in west London in 
·october. 

Government scien
tist John will have the 
chance while he is in 
the; PeruVian capital 
to meet his new in· 
laws. · 

' A honeymoon. in 
M,iilta i:·followed · ~e 

.. . 
original wedding re· 
ception for the couple, 
who are frequent visi~ 
tors to the home of 
John's parents, Mar· 
garet and Peter, in -
WestMeads. · · , · 

Patricta has been in · 
England for four 

··yea:-i~ ·, . . . .· . . . . .••. ' . 
She met John two 

years ago when they · 
were enjoying · sepa
rate nights out with 
their friends. PERUVIAN BRIDE: John Cockaday with his. wife Patricia . 

MANY THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR FAMILY NEWS UPDATES IN CHRISTMAS MESSAGES AND 
LETTERS. THANKS, TOO, FOR YOUR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER. 

NEXT PAGE IS FOR THE KIDS -- MAKE YOUR OWN FAMILY TREE! 
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